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As businesses shift to cloud services as the norm, virtualisation has dramatically increased in
popularity as it becomes a more viable option for those organisations that can’t afford large data
centres or servers. We thought it was time to settle the arguments once and for all so sat down with
Jason Lackey, director of digital marketing for Pluribus to discuss virtualisation vs. desktop-as-a-

service (DaaS), the most common misconception when it comes to virtualisation, and the future of

http://www.itproportal.com/2015/01/09/vdi-vs-desktop-service-debate-settled/ 1/4



http://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=9P%2BGtHw4dURjTUdUeDJJbVFUNEpPcHVreDJyc2NBZGNQa3Y5dDVQb0t2bXZ0Q0J4dStkbWQva0lqUXI1eHZrU3JqUE50dTdKckp5Z0ExZ3VmRVpnQUpNQ05SVzBFZndwQjZrVysyZHBZcWFsOXlXRXJLcXFyZkt3VDI3RU1BMGxQZjhHMDVNdUtHbEhJNjhUdDRpajc3RHplb2tCeUpJeFhBWUhSMmhZcHFEU1JrSzIrSHRkRDdpaWZ4YTY2QUg4Q0EwTzVOdlEwUGNJczRQMmlkZjVCZFZxMGN3MXpnUUlEY29pUVRuWHBoRWk5TmJlcjRtWmxndkxxUTVaaFZDQ2lPOEVBOUhoYzdpbk9LSDBxNGNsV0RBY2luRkhFUUJ0NlZCTXE3ZmRCVlJuWFFtb283bmFxM21jREVjRkFML1l2MGtQcEl5ZTZVRytlK3BiUGZCN1pCODhXb3c9PXw%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F288235014%3B115223748%3Bb%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fhomedepot.demdex.net%2Fevent%3Fd_event%3Dclick%26d_creative%3D%25epid!%26d_src%3D6595%26d_campaign%3D%25ebuy!%26d_rd%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.homedepot.com%253fcm_mmc%253ddisplay-_-criteo-_-logo-_-logo
http://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=cKzC7Hw4dURjTUdUeDJJbVFUNEpPcHVreDJyc2NBZGNQa3Y5dDVQb0t2bXZ0Q0J4dStkbWQva0lqUXI1eHZrU3JqUE50dTdKckp5Z0ExZ3VmRVpnQUpNQ05SVzBFZndwQjZrVysyZHBZcWFsOXlXRXJLcXFyZkt3VDI3RU1BMGxQZjhHMDVNdUtHbEhJNjhUdDRpajc3RHplb3QvSzdHUmIwQ0loZlRDQVBYOHBmMlJpUmFQMFlIZUZKOHdRRnhZTVAvQXV6dERwN0drTG92NzlGNWVVa3ZJUHNBNk52UmUySWNRY3A5M25NLzk2aDNoRXB1Z2pOTHJtTXdCUDUvNWxFcjNUamwwRTVIU3ZQTG1QMTlDMHYzUU5STTE2MlUyRFdMQ2ZRMFVhYUtVZmVtUnBvVkoxMWlNZ0V2dGR4WWJUVlJFN1lkWDZsUEVrS0dnVVc1eHlMaHJTd3ZWRWM3end4eUV0K2xXVW42UmxLZUU9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F288235014%3B115223748%3Bb%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fhomedepot.demdex.net%2Fevent%3Fd_event%3Dclick%26d_creative%3D%25epid!%26d_src%3D6595%26d_campaign%3D%25ebuy!%26d_rd%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.homedepot.com%252fp%252fScotts-4-ft-x-100-ft-Landscape-Fabric-204256%252f203074619%253fcm_mmc%253ddisplay-_-criteo-_-D28X-_-203074619-_-22037%2526ci_src%253d157224574%2526ci_sku%253d203074619
http://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=pGYvtnw4dURjTUdUeDJJbVFUNEpPcHVreDJyc2NBZGNQa3Y5dDVQb0t2bXZ0Q0J4dStkbWQva0lqUXI1eHZrU3JqUE50dTdKckp5Z0ExZ3VmRVpnQUpNQ05SVzBFZndwQjZrVysyZHBZcWFsOXlXRXJLcXFyZkt3VDI3RU1BMGxQZjhHMDVNdUtHbEhJNjhUdDRpajc3RHplb2xmemJhUERrbmxuZ1hqRytERDRzSm5nSkJaKzFSWXh6MGJZQnlSQmZNNkF0V3hhRmVxamRvUlZpbWk3ZHNQcDQxUWJHSjR0UHYrMXorZGlTN3BjUTRhWXBVN1R3bEJOT0o4d0NudHNnRW9welRoV1dqTEs5UEs3aFMxa1V4cU9iMEpIQkt6S2VUQklXWEp4RElSVEFTVDRjTEEzWEtHcElsRzZIK29nTHVxbURnam9hL2I3RFEvejhSMjFHeFlGWS9VcFkvRko2THR3WStuclhhNjA3SW89fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F288235014%3B115223748%3Bb%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fhomedepot.demdex.net%2Fevent%3Fd_event%3Dclick%26d_creative%3D%25epid!%26d_src%3D6595%26d_campaign%3D%25ebuy!%26d_rd%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.homedepot.com%252fp%252fLandmaster-6-ft-x-100-ft-Poly-Pro-55-Contractor-Weed-Control-Fabric-30138W%252f203062327%253fcm_mmc%253ddisplay-_-criteo-_-D28X-_-203062327-_-22037%2526ci_src%253d157224574%2526ci_sku%253d203062327
http://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=PzbX5nw4dURjTUdUeDJJbVFUNEpPcHVreDJyc2NBZGNQa3Y5dDVQb0t2bXZ0Q0J4dStkbWQva0lqUXI1eHZrU3JqUE50dTdKckp5Z0ExZ3VmRVpnQUpNQ05SVzBFZndwQjZrVysyZHBZcWFsOXlXRXJLcXFyZkt3VDI3RU1BMGxQZjhHMDVNdUtHbEhJNjhUdDRpajc3RHplb2dzYldjODlPVElNN09pV0lseFBWaU5TdlVFVkQyQ1dCTC8vN2NTWHkwR0ozbWFIdGNDVXVTTFhtS0t1UDRCNmFaakUxTWFCQm1jTnVhY1RwVUJZNDNXQWtvRlN3L3JTVVNXQ3UzdHhNS0FpWmRlWU15VzR1OGxvMnNzOU1rN1NIQThBdzd2djZ5VFFaQ1I0cWJrelZRc2VlQnQzeDgrSksxT2E1bkdyQ2MyemUvcEk3ZW1YTjlhMXlYL3hKelNiWk1HR25sbkNWTzhCelVZNEhBWFFtanM9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F288235014%3B115223748%3Bb%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fhomedepot.demdex.net%2Fevent%3Fd_event%3Dclick%26d_creative%3D%25epid!%26d_src%3D6595%26d_campaign%3D%25ebuy!%26d_rd%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.homedepot.com%252fp%252fLandmaster-4-ft-x-50-ft-Commercial-Weed-Control-Fabric-with-Typar-Technology-2528RT%252f203065603%253fcm_mmc%253ddisplay-_-criteo-_-D28X-_-203065603-_-22037%2526ci_src%253d157224574%2526ci_sku%253d203065603
http://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=FIcf83w4dURjTUdUeDJJbVFUNEpPcHVreDJyc2NBZGNQa3Y5dDVQb0t2bXZ0Q0J4dStkbWQva0lqUXI1eHZrU3JqUE50dTdKckp5Z0ExZ3VmRVpnQUpNQ05SVzBFZndwQjZrVysyZHBZcWFsOXlXRXJLcXFyZkt3VDI3RU1BMGxQZjhHMDVNdUtHbEhJNjhUdDRpajc3RHplb2owZW4rakFESC9DUTc1WURYazg5djNUYUhPRWttSlBLTm9jam41SS9jKzBwM2VuODFiV1J2L0VNWG5YUXlPa1ZjaUxOaFF5YmlmUEpnNWlWRFJ0RTFEQWFoa3lFa1JQRFBCLzhNSXRwZlBGczA1OG1vdjM4NHkrUE40TkxYenFmenhIS3JteDdtbmk2V2IwWnFENG1aQ2hzTjhORGZneW5rQ2R0ZC95eTN6WlRhcmZ4RnVqQ0trNDJYN3NWU1JPdlpqeFdhSzVpdnFHVVBqb3R5ZTAzaUE9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F288235014%3B115223748%3Bb%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fhomedepot.demdex.net%2Fevent%3Fd_event%3Dclick%26d_creative%3D%25epid!%26d_src%3D6595%26d_campaign%3D%25ebuy!%26d_rd%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.homedepot.com%252fp%252fProFlex-No-Dig-40-ft-Landscape-Edging-Kit-3001HD-40C%252f204801470%253fcm_mmc%253ddisplay-_-criteo-_-D28X-_-204801470-_-22037%2526ci_src%253d157224574%2526ci_sku%253d204801470
http://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=1&cpp=7AHJ%2B3w4dURjTUdUeDJJbVFUNEpPcHVreDJyc2NBZGNQa3Y5dDVQb0t2bXZ0Q0J4dStkbWQva0lqUXI1eHZrU3JqUE50dTdKckp5Z0ExZ3VmRVpnQUpNQ05SVzBFZndwQjZrVysyZHBZcWFsOXlXRXJLcXFyZkt3VDI3RU1BMGxQZjhHMDVNdUtHbEhJNjhUdDRpajc3RHplb3RhbmtkaVJVQlFxRStUVUkvaFZIZjJHUG1BMDc2ZG1ML3NDeDdKZGh3ZHlFOUFWWTN0VjRhVitDeG8zdkI0bkJsbkRJN3Q1ZEx3eWk5dFhFK2NsM1BPcmN5azVUaFBEVzJXempwa0cwS09PemI1UXNURDRhMkpmam5md0pRNVVCNDBlcnhneXZQVVRjd2x2UEk5ZG1HQTd6ZjhjRHl1d3l3L0FGSjZwbHQ5Q3NMd2xGZW9YSE8rTU1pN0RqUjhTWlN6WTBjZWRLQ2I3MitlbXI0T1U5cGc9fA%3D%3D&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fad.doubleclick.net%2Fddm%2Fclk%2F288235014%3B115223748%3Bb%3Fhttp%3A%2F%2Fhomedepot.demdex.net%2Fevent%3Fd_event%3Dclick%26d_creative%3D%25epid!%26d_src%3D6595%26d_campaign%3D%25ebuy!%26d_rd%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.homedepot.com%252fp%252fLandmaster-PolyPro-310-6-ft-x-360-ft-Contractor-Fabric-31636%252f203375557%253fcm_mmc%253ddisplay-_-criteo-_-D28X-_-203375557-_-22037%2526ci_src%253d157224574%2526ci_sku%253d203375557
http://info.criteo.com/pac/privacy/informations?infonorm=3&partner=5932&campaignid=22037&zoneid=180168&bannerid=3760190&displayid=303760c310&uaCap=0&u=%7CzUUCsI5VZwjhANujzNdVUrzmqV/VEfntrNwyOPk1pvU=%7C
http://www.pluribusnetworks.com/
http://www.itproportal.com/staff/natechai/
http://www.itproportal.com/staff/natechai/
mailto:nathan@itproportal.com
https://twitter.com/Chaizard
http://www.itproportal.com/networking/
http://www.itproportal.com/features/

10/12/2015 The VDI vs. Desktop-as-a-service debate, settled! | ITProPortal.com

the virtualisation space

Where do you stand in the VDI (virtual desktop infrastructure) vs. DaaS argument?
How should businesses make the decision between the two?

VDI vs DaaS is an interesting debate. The IT model is quickly changing and evolving, in some shops it
has become little more than an order placing function that serves to buy the cloud services used or
needed by the organisation. Shops like this will usually have as little as possible “on premises” and if
they have anything in-house they are probably looking to move it to some sort of public cloud as
soon as the opportunity presents itself. For shops like this, DaaS seems a natural choice.

SEE ALSO: Russians tear down Steve Jobs memorial after Apple CEO Tim Cook comes out as gay

Of course the cloud is far from a uniform monolith and uses and users of the cloud are equally
diverse. Many shops use the cloud, often hybrid or private, to get as much as possible out of their IT
investment without having to ship everything “off-premises”. For those users, VDI seems a more
natural choice. Indeed, in such shops it is likely that they are either already running OpenStack
[software that allows you greater control over your cloud] or will be soon, a situation that dovetails
nicely with running VDI on a private cloud.

How have cloud services impacted the virtualisation space and what are we likely
to see happening in the virtualisation space in 2015?

While we expect to see cloud based virtualisation services gaining further traction in 2015, one of the
biggest things we see happening with virtualisation are the changes to the network virtualisation
landscape. Right now the VMware approach, while popular and widely adopted, has a number of
drawbacks. One is cost, with 70-80 per cent of rack spend going to virtualisation and orchestration.

Additionally, the VMware approach offloads tunnel compute burdens to host CPUs, which puts a
significant performance tax on every virtualised host in the network. Additionally, these
overlay/underlay approaches in effect create another network to manage while complicating
application level troubleshooting by creating an additional network which has no visibility into or
knowledge of the physical network it runs on.

We anticipate vendors coming out with solutions supporting VXlan but offloading the tunnel
overhead to the network, allowing the more specialised, efficient hardware in the network to cope
with that overhead while removing that burden from hosts, providing in effect a significant
performance boost to every host in the virtualised network.

We also anticipate seeing more virtualised applications running on server-switches similar to
Facebook Wedge or other designs like network computing appliances. Running such applications
directly on the network provides better performance and visibility, allowing for faster deployments,
lower running costs and faster troubleshooting.

What is the biggest misconception about virtualisation that you always come
across?

One of the biggest misconceptions we come across with regards to virtualisation is that it needs to
consume 80 per cent of rack spend and put a performance tax on all the hosts on the virtualised
network. It doesn’t need to be this way, there are better, more cost effective options.

What was the most innovative use of virtualisation technology that you saw in
2014?
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One of the best examples that comes to mind is the way that we (Pluribus] handle L4-L7 services,
which we can virtualise on the network, running the VM directly on the switch. When done in the
context of a Pluribus cluster fabric, which allows the entire network to be managed as a single
logical device, these virtualised applications for the first time gain visibility into and control over the
network using standard server-style APis like Java, C, Perl and Python.
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SEE ALSO: A look at the darker side of Google Glass

A big thanks to Jason for sitting down with us, you can follow him on Twitter @408jay. Pluribus
Networks are finalists in the Virtualisation category of the Tech Trailblazers award, if you liked
what you’ve heard or the interview was useful for you please vote for them here.
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