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2 MINUTE PEARLS
New Versions of AIM Forms

• Do you find dealing with all those MEDCIN® terms frustrating?
• Have you realized that only a limited number of MEDCIN terms apply 

to your specialty or are items you feel clinically need to be tracked as 
data?

• Are you tired of trying to figure out how AHLTA using MEDCIN to 
reach and E&M Code?

• Do you want specialty specific “overprint” to make it easy to use 
typing macros, voice recognition dictation, or handwriting recognition 
to complete your S/O note?

• Are you ready for a simple way to quickly introduce new provider/ 
reservist/etc on how to document in AHLTA?

• With the fielding of AHLTA 3.3, the AMEDD has the ability to give 
each specialty 3 types of AIM forms that can address the issues 
above.  The forms provide coding support, while encouraging liberal 
use of free text (Dragon® NaturallySpeaking™, typing macros, etc).  

• Ongoing refinement of forms can be made at the specialty’s request.
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Updated: AIM Form Versions
All AIM Forms

More structured elements, but with quick Organ System specific AutoEntry  feature 
to allow One Click “normal”

Usability AIM
Combining of rapid structured text entry and FreeText support

SF 600 Version
Designed for use with the minimal amount of structured text

Better suited for combined use with voice recognition dictation, drawing tool or 
macro typing

Notes: 

• A special musculoskeletal AIM Form is available for ortho, PT, etc

• Each form type contains built-in coding support, the ability to add disease-specific 
tabs and procedure tabs.

•There are specialty folders in the Enterprise folder to make it easier to locate and load
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All AIM Forms
• HPI/Screening tab with specific required elements
• Large free text areas to capture HPI in the patient’s words
• Meant to be filled out by clinic support staff
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Bottom of HPI/Screening Tab
• Contains other elements.  All types capture similar core data
• Meant to be completed by staff
• Provider takes over note by the updated 3.3 process
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ROS Tab
1. Built in Coding Support

1

2. Expand/Ribbon Button
Clicking button opens ROS/PE

2
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ROS/PE after Clicking Expand Button
• Clicking expand opens ROS/PE for the Organ System

1. Auto Entry – Turns ROS and PE button all normal so 
you can document by exception. You only have to 
change the abnormals.  Specialties decide what is in 
included in usual normal.

2. Coding support/reminders.

3. Free text it if you can’t find it
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Example of Clicking Auto Entry
• Specialties define what ROS terms they want
• PE terms requested by the specialty are added to appropriate coding category
• Free text can be pre-positioned in box, as with Heart Sounds
• You can open the MEDCIN tree if needed to find terms which you can “right click add to 

your personal default template”. This would be a small list of items not on the AIM form 
that you personally want/use.
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Musculoskeletal Tab by Joint
Allows rapid entry of bilateral exam and documention by exception as with Joint 

Paint and Tenderness on Palpation below

AutoEntry Used to Click all 
Knee items Normal 
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Procedure Tabs be Added
(Pre-formatted text be entered)
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Usability AIM: HPI/Screening Tab
• Clinic support staff should complete
• Liberal use of free text in “structured boxes”
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Usability ROS Tab
• Each specialty decides what Systems are included
• If you don’t see it, free text it and if you need it, ask for it to be added 

to YOUR specialty forms

Coding 
support 
reminders. Multiple way to 

enter free text

Search MEDCIN from here



12 of 38Updated AIM Forms for Easier 
/Faster Documentation

2 Minute Pearls

Usability Form: PE
Two parts: Quick Entry and Detailed

Part 
1

Coding support/reminders.

Normal is AutoEntry
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Quick Entry with Free Text
• Started with Quick Entry and use comment box to add note.
• Comment box set to put text after system and before “bullet”

text so items read better, as show below

Clicked Comment 
box after Lungs
to get the Pop 
Up to the right 
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Usability Procedures Tabs with Pre-formatted 
Text Note
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Multiple Procedures Can Be Included
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SF600 AIM
Screening tab is similar to other forms.
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Provider HPI/ROS
• Large Free Text boxes for Dictation, Macros, or the speed typist
• Specialties again decide what Systems are included
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SF600: Bottom of Provider HPI/ROS
• Rapid entry boxes for ancillary studies
• Place for brief exam for limited visits where PE does not usually impact 

coding
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SF600: Set up for Dermatology 
Physical Exam
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Features on All AIM Forms
Explanation and Request Changes
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Connection to Internet 
Resources

Dx Prompt Now Works 
from AIM Forms

Searches for related MEDCIN 
terms to any Diagnosis
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Information on the Spellchecker 
and macro function in AHLTA 
as well as As-U-Type® and 

Dragon NaturallySpeaking will 
be covered in future 2 Minute 

Pearls



23 of 38Updated AIM Forms for Easier 
/Faster Documentation

2 Minute Pearls

Two Additional Forms are listed for 
your awareness

1. Navy Template “AA SO Freetext”

2. Musculoskeletal specific form 



24 of 38Updated AIM Forms for Easier 
/Faster Documentation

2 Minute Pearls

Large areas for liberal use of 
free text and quick comments
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This is the 
second tab

Notice that 
he Coding 
Support is 
indicated 
in BLUE

type.
The 

character 
mit per free 
ext space is 

clearly 
indicated

(In 3.3 the 
limit 

ncreases to 
4000 which 
is about a 

page.
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Coding support is 
clearly given on 
the HPI Coding 

Tab.
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…as well as the PE 
Coding tab.
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he Education 
tab clearly 
ontains who 

he education 
was provided 

and that they 
indicated 

nderstanding. 

also contains 
links to the 
ealth Library 
Handouts / 
Resources.

you mark the 
ox next to the 
andout it will 
ocument that 

printed 
information 
was given. 

Select the 
uestion mark 
ext to it and 
ou can print 
n information 

sheet.

There are also hyperlinks 
to resources on the 

internet
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This form also contains a Health 
Maintenance Checklist and General Health 
Maintenance Guidelines
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Another added feature is a Military 
tab that allows for easy 

documentation of the Service 
Members status and Reason for visit 

if applicable.

Note the Forms that will be available 
soon !!!
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Musculoskeletal Short Version 
w/ AutoEntry
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This is the 
AIM Short 
Version
ndicated by 
the word 

HORT in the 
name.

It has a 
creening tab 
imilar to the 
aditional AIM 

form to 
nclude the 
Healthcare 
econciliation 

bullets.

Also, the 
haracter limit 

is clearly 
ndicated for 
he free text 

areas.
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n the ROS  / 
uickNote tab 
ere is plenty 
of space 
vailable for 
ree text as 

well as 
distinct and 
lear coding 
guidance.
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This is the 
(Lower) leg 

tab. 
Remember the 

warning that 
the drawback 
to this form is 
the multiple 

abs !!! On this 
ortho form 

there are 17 
tabs. 

This does 
allow for easy 
ocumentation 
if you are a 

provider that 
likes to 

document by 
exception.

Nothing has been selected on this 
form yet for documentation. (Notice 

the Auto Entry button is centrally 
located on the page)
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I have 
selected 

my 
positive 
findings 
for the 

Lower let 
on the 

right side 
and then 
selected 

the 
AutoEntry 

button.

The next 
page will 
show you 

how it 
looks on 
he written 
ocument
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When you switch to note view 
the documentation is easy to 

read and it only took a couple of 
seconds to document all of this 

information because of the 
AutoEntry being limited to a 

specific area.
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Conclusion
• All AIM forms have –

– The same core screening 
questions with slightly 
different formatting

– Coding support
– The ability to be used with 

other documentation 
features such as DXPrompt

– The ability to have 
additional specific tabs 
added (Ex. Procedure tab)

• New AIM Form Versions
– Cater to varying documentation 

styles
– Have become more user 

friendly in part because of –
• Ribbon Technology
• Controlled AutoEntry
• Coding Support

– Facilitate entering only the 
needed structured items

– Combine with other tools like 
Dictation, Drawing, and 
MacrosTyping

NOTE: AutoEntry will be available with version 3.3, 
but all other features are available NOW !!

Check out the list of AIM forms that are available on AKO.
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For More Information…
• AMEDD AHLTA Homepage

– https://www.us.army.mil/suite/page/406 (AKO password 
required)

• AHLTA Video Tutorials
– Currently:  https://www.us.army.mil/suite/page/406 (AKO password required)

– Future:  http://www.navyahlta.com/main-menu/default.asp?mtf=0&clinic=&s=650158709&r=1

– I would appreciate any feedback or suggestions you have for future 
AHLTA 2 Minute Pearls.  Please contact me at the following:

LTC Ron Moody, MD (AHLTA Program Office)  

Email: Ron.Moody@us.army.mil


