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2 MINUTE PEARLS
Modifying S/O MEDCIN 

Terms
• Do you sometimes have a hard time getting 

MEDCIN terms to say what you want?
• Would you like to be able to modify, clarify or 

augment a MEDCIN term easily?

• Would you like to increase the amount of coding 
credit you get for the MEDCIN terms you 
document in the HPI section?

• This Pearl will outline the tools available in the 
S/O module which can help you accomplish all  
the above.
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Tools For Modifying 
MEDCIN Terms

•ROS/HPI Button
–Allows ability to move placement of term in note 
between ROS and HPI sections.

•History Button
–Allows ability to add specific historical detail to a term

•Fam Hist (Family History) Button
–Allows ability to add specific family history detail to a 
term

•Duration, Onset, Modifier Buttons
–Allows ability to add more specific information to a 
term and also yields increased coding credit when 
used in the HPI section
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2)  Move term to HPI section using ROS/HPI 
button.  Terms can be moved from HPI to 
ROS using the same button.

1)  Start with EARACHE in ROS ROS/HPI Button
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1)  Start with EARACHE

2) Add historical detail using History menu

History Button
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1)  Start with EARACHE
Family History Button

2) Add Family History detail using FamHist menu
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2)  Use Duration button to add detail

1) Start with EARACHE

Duration Button
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1) Start with EARACHE

2) Use Onset button to add specific date

Onset Button
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1) Start with EARACHE

Onset Button

2) Use Modifier button to add detail
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CODING TIP: Using the Duration, Modifier and Onset
buttons with terms in the HPI section
increases the amount of credit you get in that section 
when compared to free text.

For example, using the Duration and Modifier button to  
document “Moderate Earache for 3 days” yields 3 HPI 
bullets (1-3 HPI Bullets yields a Brief HPI).  A minimum 
of 4 HPI bullets are required for maximum HPI coding 
credit (Extended HPI) so you would only need one more 
HPI bullet to meet the threshold in this example.
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For More Information…

• AMEDD AHLTA Homepage
– https://www.us.army.mil/suite/page/406 (AKO password required)

• Additional information available at:
– http://www.usafp.org/CHCS-II-AHLTA-Information-FAQs.htm

• AHLTA Video Tutorials
– http://www-

nmcp.mar.med.navy.mil/AHLTA/AHLTA%20Training%20Tools/index.html

****(If you would like to receive future versions of the AHLTA 2 Minute 
Pearls directly, please email Lakia Brockenberry at 
Lakia.Brockenberry@us.army.mil to be added to the distribution list)


